
 

The classic cars being hailed as 2015 invest-

ment tips and the cars struggling to take off... 

 

RISING STARS 

 

Peugeot 205 GTI - This will be one of the 

more popular hot hatches to rise because of its 

pin sharp handling and huge nostalgia factor, 

for generally being regarded as the best hot 

hatch of its era. 

 

VW Golf GTI MkII - Like the 205, it's a gen-

re-defining car, and is highly collectable, with 

a strong scene. Good GTIs are already nudging 

£9000 - 2015 will see them break the £10,000 

barrier. 

 

BMW 6-series - These cars are already hugely 

admired by cogniscenti, and have been for a 

long time. But with dropping survivor num-

bers, and a boost in demand for 1980s BMWs, 

the 6-series is set to cash-in.  

 

Porsche 911 (1980s) - While 

some of our experts believe 

older 911 values have plat-

eaued, the 1980s cars are a 

cheaper entry point. We're con-

fident that good '80s 911s will 

touch £30,000 during 2015. 

 

 

FADING GEMS 

 

Jensen Interceptor - Value 

rises are slowing down, with Interceptors now 

around their price ceiling. The halo cast by the 

Interceptor R has waned, and fans are looking 

for something new. 

 

Pre-War Cars - There was a spike in values 

following the pre-1960 MoT exemption. But 

now the market's calming down again, and 

prices are likely to subside during 2015. 

 

MGB - These are dropping in value - largely 

because of the survival rate and sheer weight of 

numbers. Will 2015 see a significant drop? 

Probably not, but we certainly wouldn't buy an 

MGB in the hope of making a profit. 

 

Porsche 911 (1960s-'70s) - These have been 

appreciating considerably over the last year, 

and with good early 911S models now nudging 

£100k. People seeking 911s as investments 

should buy later examples. 

CLASSIC CAR INVESTMENT TIPS FOR 2015 Special points of 

interest: 

 Remember to 

check out the 

website for info 

on Breakfast 

runs. 

 

 New Promotion-

al clothing—see 

page 10. 

 

 You can now 

pay your mem-

bership by Pay-

pal on our web-

site. 
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CHANGES made when new car tax rules were introduced by 

the DVLA last year are said to be putting motorists at risk of 

having their vehicles clamped, according to national reports. 

 

Since October 2014, vehicle owners have no longer needed 

to display their tax disc on their windscreens but they still 

need to renew their tax, either online or at the Post Office. 

 

The DVLA has a digital record of payments and number-plate 

recognition cameras are used to track vehicles and identify 

those that are not taxed. 

However, national reports say, before the changes, the DVLA 

was clamping about 5,000 vehicles a month - but this has 

risen to more than 8,000. 

 

They claim that, in total, more than 100,000 vehicles are like-

ly to be clamped this year - compared with 60,000 the year 

before. 

This is because motorists do not realise that vehicle ex-

cise duty is automatically cancelled if a car changes owner-

ship – even if there is a valid disc in the window. 

Before, anyone selling a used car could post adverts saying 

"Taxed and MOTd" until a certain date. 

Now, when a car is sold, the tax automatically expires 

and the new owner has to tax it again. 

A spokesman for the Department  for Transport said the 

rise in vehicles being clamped referred to untaxed vehi-

cles being clamped since October 1, 2014. 

He said: "The vast majority of motorists continue to tax 

their vehicles on time, with more than 23 million drivers 

taxing their vehicles since 1 October 2014. 

"The changes have been widely publicised and we write 

to every vehicle keeper to remind them of the new rules 

before the vehicle tax expires. 

"We also write to every new vehicle keeper when they 

buy a used vehicle to inform them that they must tax the 

vehicle before they use it. 

"In addition, if a driver does not tax their car we will send 

a warning letter to remind them to tax as they are at risk 

of enforcement action." 

 

 

 

Warning over tax disc loop hole! 
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How to claim back on pothole damage 
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Firstly, who do you contact to make your claim?  Local councils are responsible for B roads and local roads. The Highways Agency are re-

sponsible for motorways and A roads. Roads in Greater London that are marked as ‘red routes’ fall under the jurisdiction of Transport for Lon-

don.  All private roads and car parks come under the responsibility of the private company that owns that particular area.  In Scotland contact 

Bear Scotland and Scotland Transerv.  Motorists in Wales need to contact Traffic Wales and those in Northern Ireland should speak to 

Transport NI.  It doesn’t matter who owns the road as they all have a legal duty to maintain the road to a fit standard.  In England and Wales 

the legislation is listed in the Highways Act 1980.  For Scotland it is in Roads (Scotland) Act 1984 and Northern Ireland it is Roads (Northern 

Ireland) Order 1993.   You should always report potholes to the appropriate authority, especially in case you later need to make a claim. 

Next, how do you make the claim? Read our previous blog first as you need to know what constitutes a pothole – it must be at least 40mm 

deep. You have to prove that the authority was negligent by not repairing the pothole or identifying it quickly enough. Also, you have to prove 

that it was the pothole that caused the damage. To do this you will have to ask a mechanic to produce a written report for you.  More often than 

not potholes create damage to tyres, wheels or axles and you will know it was the pothole as you will hear the damage immediately.  If your 

car already had a fault and the pothole has made it worse, you can still claim. However, you won’t get the full repair costs back.  Contact the 

authority to get a claim form, you may be able to download the claim form from their website, so check there first.  

The amount you can claim for depends on the damage to your car and this is usually around the £300 to £500 mark.  If you want to claim for 

personal injury you should obtain legal advice first.  You need to consider if you should tell your insurance company and if you want to make a 

claim against them.  However, you can’t make two claims and you need to think about any effects on your no claims bonuses. If your claim is 

rejected there is one last place to try and that is the small claims court. 

How to claim back on pothole damage 

1. Know your rights and facts.  Download the national code of good practice for highway maintenance. For more information con-

tact: Contact: www.gov.uk/claim-for-damage-to-your-vehicle 

2. Collect your evidence, measure the pothole (if you can, motorways will be impossible) and take photos from several angles of the pothole 

and ascertain its position.    

3. You will need to get information from the authority responsible for that road about their management of road repairs to see if they have 

been negligent.  To do this you may have to do a Freedom of Information (Act) request often called FOI and you can do this in an email.  Once 

you get this information you will need to read through it very very carefully to see if the authority failed in its duty in any way.  Examine their 

policy and what inspection and repair work has or has not been carried out. Create a list of all the failings and discrepancies that you have 

found.  This is important as the authority may try to wheedle out of paying you as it could claim that it never knew about the pothole.  

4. As soon as the incident has occurred you need to make your own record of what happened.  Which part of the car was hit, your speed, 

driving conditions etc will all need to be factored in.  

5. Ask your mechanic to write down what damage there is to the vehicle and how the pothole contributed to it.  

Submit your claim including all the above paperwork.  Keep all your information factual, accurate and clear and keep referring to all the evi-

dence that you have gathered in the above steps.  

 

Why you should make a claim 

As we have already said the more pressure we can apply to these authorities to keep our roads safe the better. Some people may be unhappy 

about paying their council tax for the councils to spend it on claims on potholes but if they are hit with lots of claims it would be cheaper for 

them just to maintain the roads in the first place.  In fact it only costs approx £50 to repair a pothole. The most critical thing about potholes is 

that they can cause serious injury and even death to road users. 

An inquest in North Yorkshire in May this year heard how cyclist Martyn Uzzell died on the A65 Settle Bypass at Giggleswick in June 

2011.   Martyn hit the pothole losing control of his bike and was hit by a Volkswagen Golf killing him instantly.  The local police had alerted 

North Yorkshire County Council to the presence of the pothole but the message 

did not go through to the council’s  highways team.  However,  the council did 

make two unrelated inspections of the pothole but decided not to take further 

action.  One of these inspections was only made the day before Martyn’s acci-

dent. At the inquest the coroner cited  the pothole as causing the accident. This 

year an American man was killed in March while riding his motorbike in Minne-

apolis after his motorbike hit a pothole.  In June this year a British man riding a 

motorbike in Mongolia also  hit a pothole and he too died from his injuries. 

A survey carried out last year by Britiannia Rescue, a breakdown service esti-

mated that there is a pothole for every mile of road in Britain – that is twice the 

size of the Isle of Wight. It also stated that almost one in ten people have suf-

fered damage to their cars in the last 12 months because of poor road ser-

vices.  Compensation claims regarding potholes have gone up 79% over the last 

year. Potholes.co.uk (a brilliant source of information on potholes) state that 

potholes cause one in ten mechanical failures and cost motorists around £730 

million each year in the UK.   Potholes are a major cause of axle and suspension 

failures and this accounts for a third of mechanical issues on UK roads. 
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Why do men spend more on their cars? In fact, half of guys reckon maintaining their car is simpler than keeping their 

partner happy! 

With cheap second hand car parts readily available, it’s hardly surprising that male motorists find it pretty easy to 

keep their vehicles in tip top condition. 

Men spend more on their cars 

According to fish4cars research men spend more on their cars than splashing out for their women. In a new survey 

by Peugeot, 50 per cent of male drivers said they find it more difficult to maintain their girlfriend or wife than they 

do their motor. 

A fifth of those questioned admitted to spending more on their car than on their other half, while one in ten spend 

more time with their wheels than they do with their current partner. 

Of course attitudes change according to age. For example, a fifth of male motorists aged 25 to 34 would be more up-

set about having their car stolen than being dumped, while the biggest proportion of drivers who think their car is 

better looking than their partner are aged between 45 and 54. 

And it’s not just the guys who are having a love affair with their motors and snapping up spare car parts to keep them 

running smoothly. 

The research shows that a fifth of women spend longer looking for a new car than a new partner, while a similar pro-

portion would rather invest their money in their vehicle than spend it on their boyfriends. 

Commenting on the findings, behaviour and relationship expert Dr Pam Spurr said: “It seems that the pleasure we 

derive from our cars is one that we have greatly underestimated. 

“It’s incredibly surprising to think such pleasure 

sometimes surpasses the enjoyment a car owner 

derives from their partner.” 

Meanwhile, a separate survey by Confused.com 

has revealed that the Caterham Seven, the Porsche 

928 and the Caterham Super are the top three cars 

statistically  more likely to be driven by men than 

by women. 

Conversely, women are more statistically likely   

to be seen behind the wheel of a Volkswagen   

Beetle Solar Cabriolet, a Fiat 500 Pop Cabriolet  

or a Mini One Cabriolet. 

Fifth of men spend more on their cars  

than they do their patners 



 

What does the colour of your car say about you? 

are regarded as introverted and unmateri-

alistic. At the moment green is not popu-

lar and there are a lot less green cars in 

the showroom and out on the roads. So 

you could say green car drivers are also 

not very fashionable. 

 

Yellow signifies happiness and sunshine 

and that is reflected in how yellow car 

drivers are seen as.  You’ll often see 

sports cars in yellow and so yellow cars 

also have a bit of a fast and speedy image. 

Red is seen as an energetic and sexy col-

our and people who drive red cars are 

seen as status minded people, full of ac-

tion, power and power.  Male red car driv-

ers are seen as powerful and masculine 

while female red car drivers are consid-

ered to be fun and confident.  So if you 

want to be seen as a fizzy go getter get 

yourself a red car. 

 

Blue is a really common car colour 

now.  It is a good compromise between 

having some colour but retaining a bit 

conservatism.  Blue car drivers are 

thought to be good listeners, organised 

and practical.  This colour is often  

associated with blue skies and seas so it is 

said to emote happiness and serenity. 

Though blue car colours have been on the 

decline for a while the industry is begin-

ning to see an upsurge of interest in blue 

and red. 

 

Moving onto the earthier tones, drivers of 

brown or beige cars are considered to be 

introverted, budget conscious and practi-

cal. You rarely seen brown cars on the 

roads now and that might well be because 

back in the 70’s dodgy shades of brown, 

gold and orange cars were all the rage 

along with carpets and curtains.  Now no 

one wants to look like a retro throwback.  

 

Orange is another interesting colour and 

is often associated with value. Like 

brown it isn’t a colour you see around 

nowadays and maybe some people think 

it is too lurid. 

 

People who drive white cars are said to 

be young, energetic and outgoing.  The 

sale of white cars has dramatically in-

creased over the last year.  Some people 

are calling it the ‘Apple effect’ due to the 

popularity of the white iPhone.   The 

Society of Motor Manufacturers and 

Traders (SMMT) recently revealed their 

findings into the most popular car colours 

in the UK in 2014.  In first place was 

white with 22% of new cars registered, 

black was in second place with 195 and 

grey in third place with 14%.  This is the  

second year running that white has been 

the top colour and it is really surprising 

considering that in 2005 less than 1% of 

new car buyers in the UK chose white.  

 

Silver is in sixth place with 13% of the 

new car market whereas back in 2010 

36% of new cars were silver.  This is a 

big change in the auto industry and you’ll 

find that nearly all the new cars coming 

onto the market are primarily black, 

white and grey.  What do you 

think?  Would you buy a white car? 

The type of car you drive says a lot about 

you, your attitudes and your lifestyle, but 

what does the colour of your car say about 

you?  The colour of the car you choose can 

say a lot about you. If you think about the 

neutral shades then you might think people 

who choose cars in neutral shades are play-

ing it safe and are quite boring but you may 

be wrong. 

 

Black is meant to be the number one  

colour to signify luxury and according to an 

Axalta 2013 report it was the most popular 

colour for luxury vehicles.  Black is also 

seen as cool, classic and sophisticated. If 

you think about it most diplomatic cars are 

black. However, it is not a really practical 

option since it attracts heat in hot weather. 

Grey is becoming more popular although 

some people say that grey is a bit nonde-

script and is chosen by people who don’t 

want to stand out. Silver is a very popular 

colour for cars and silver car drivers are 

meant to be secure, conscientious and or-

ganised.  This colour is frequently associat-

ed with technology and a lot of concept cars 

are often in silver. In America silver is the 

third most popular car colour. 

 

Once we get onto the more vibrant colours 

it gets even more interesting.  Some people 

just won’t buy a new car if it is green as 

they think it is unlucky.  Green car owners 
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News 

Page 6 

    Black Country Classic Car Club 

For those who couldn’t make it to the AGM 

On 17th February, 

We have restructured the committee, 

All previous committee members were asked  

To stand down and members were asked to 

Stand for specific jobs on the committee. 

 

New Structure as follows: 

 

Chairman - Neil Moore 

Secretary -  Ellen Moore 

Events - Tony Warren 

Website Co-ordinator - Allan Lavender 

Fundraising - Harry Forrest. 

 

Committee Restructure 



 

Funny’s 
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DID YOU KNOW??? - Some facts!! 
 

Aoccdrnig to a rscheearch procejt at Cmabrigde Uinervtisy, it deosnt mttaer 

waht oredr the ltteers in a wrod are, the olny iprmoatnt tihng is taht the frist and 

lsat ltteer be in the rghit pclae. Tihs is bcuseae the huamn mnid deos not raed 

ervey lteter b  

 

California has issued at least 6 drivers licenses to people named Jesus Christ.  

 

Farmers in England are required by law to provide their pigs with toys!  

 

In 1895 Hampshire police handed out the first ever speeding ticket, fining a 

man for doing 6mph!  



 

Other News 
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Remember our breakfast runs continue throught most  
of the year, here’s some pics: 



 

Discounts/Fundraising 
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Remember Your Discounts! 

Footman James: 0121 561 6219 www.footmanjames.co.uk 

Classic Car Insurance  10%                                                                          

Private Car Insurance  5%                                                                 

Household Insurance  5% 

Roadrunner: 01384 79790 

Trade Discount 

John Downes Garage: 01384 78504 

MOT’s POA. 

OLD CAR BATTERIES, ALTERNATORS AND  

STARTER MOTORS FOR CLUB VEHICLE FUND,  

FREE COLLECTION 

 

PLEASE RING: 

 

NEIL—07752 868717 

 

HARRY-07720 812320 

THANKS. 



 

 

Promotional Clothing 

Page 10 

    Black Country Classic Car Club 



 

Black Country Classic Car Club 

Meet at: 

The Old Swan 

Halesowen Road 

Netherton, Dudley 

West Midlands DY2 

E-mail: 

blackcountryclassiccarclub@gmail

Points of contact: 
 

Neil Moore 07752 868717 Chairman/Shows 

Ellen Moore 07752 868717 Secretary/Membership 

Allan Lavender 07838 403555 Website Co-ordinator 

Tony Warren 07821 105418 Events Organiser 

Harry forrest 07720 812320 Committee Member 

Black Country Classic Car Club 

As with all clubs and organisations, we have rules that MUST be abided by at all times. Serious breach of these rules may result 

in withdrawal of membership and any associated benefits. 

 

1). To become a member you DO NOT need to own a vehicle. 

 

2). In order for a vehicle to be registered with the club it must be at least 20 years old and will be at the discretion of the commit-

tee members. 

 

3). Membership runs January to January, as such your membership will fall due on the 1st January irrespective of the date your 

membership commenced with the club. 

 

4). Membership may be refused or terminated at the discretion of the committee without notice or reason. 

 

5). Club stickers MUST be clearly displayed when attending shows. This is an insurance requirement! 

 

6). Any conditions, including speed limits, time of entry/exit or any other rules imposed by show organisers must be strictly ad-

hered to. 

 

7). All vehicles attending a show must hold a valid insurance policy, a valid tax disc must be displayed and the vehicle must 

have a current MOT certificate. The only time a vehicle will not require an MOT and/or Tax disc is if the vehicle is tailored to 

the event. However the vehicle will still require a valid insurance policy if it will be driven under its own power on site.  

 

8). Vehicles over 20 years of age will be eligible for judging at our own event at the discretion of the committee.  

 

9). The Committee’s decision is final. 

Club Rules 

We’re on the web 

www.blackcountryclassiccarclub.co.uk 


